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ABSTRACT: 

A server architecture has a server program to receive client requests and multiple 
applications to process the requests. Each application comprises a collection of 
agents that can be invoked to process the requests and an application manager that 
manages the collection of agents. The agents within the associated collection are 
independent from, but dynamically accessible by, the application manager. Depending 
on the request, the application manager selects one or more agents to generate 
content to be returned to the client. An application manager director manages the 
application managers and facilitates delivery of the client requests from the server 
program to the suitable application. The application managers are independent from, 
but dynamically accessible by, the application manager director. For a given 
request, the director selects the appropriate application manager to handle the 
request. The application manager, in turn, selects the appropriate agent to process 
the request. The director can be implemented as part of the server program. The 
applications, including the agents and associated application managers, can be run 
either in-process or out -of -process with the server program. 
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